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Accreditation
In 1987, The Landing School became the first school of its type to be accredited by The Accrediting Commission of Career Schools 
and Colleges (ACCSC), which is listed by the United States Department of Education as a nationally recognized accrediting agency 
under the provisions of Chapter 33, Title 38, U.S. Code and subsequent legislation. The ACCSC is a member of the Council on 
Post-secondary Accreditation.

Nondiscriminatory Policies
The Landing School admits students of any religion, sexual preference, gender, age, race, color, nationality and ethnic origin to all rights, privileges, 
programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at The School with regard to educational policies, scholarships, loan pro-
grams and other school-administered programs.
 
The School does not discriminate against physically limited persons; however, applicants should realize that certain physical limitations are not con-
sistent with safety and practicality in the use of woodworking tools and machinery, nor with the dexterity required in the construction of boats or the 
installation and servicing of marine systems. The School stands ready to discuss with a physically limited applicant his or her potential for deriving 
full benefit from The School’s programs and prospects for employment in various aspects of the marine industry.

Catalog Statement
All statements contained in this catalog reflect the approved policies of The Landing School as of February 1, 2013. However, for educational or 
financial reasons, The School reserves the right to change the provisions, statements, policies, curriculums, procedures, regulations or fees described 
herein. Such changes will be duly published and distributed. Students, faculty, and staff are responsible for all information and deadlines contained 
in this catalog and in the current Student Handbook. The Student Handbook expands upon college policies and procedures.
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Education
Fuels industry growth

The US boat building industry includes about 1,000 
companies with a combined annual revenue of ap-
proximately $5 billion.*

Of the 231.5 million adults in the U.S., 75 million 
participate in recreational boating.**

Marine engineers and naval architects are expected 
to have employment growth of 6% over the next 
decade. Because of the limited number of students 
who pursue these careers, employment prospects 
are good.***

*     Hoovers - Boat Building Industry Overview, 12/2011  
**   National Marine Manufacturers Association - 

Statistical Abstract, 2010   
*** US Bureau of Labor - Occupational Outlook 

Handbook, 2012-11 Edition

 School Snapshot

   Growth. Leadership. Tradition.

35 
Years of educating future marine industry professionals

The Landing School Approach to Teaching
Learn by doing. This is our very simple and extremely effective approach to 
teaching. Because students are given one-on-one attention and learn through 
combined classroom and shop work, The Landing School has become known 
as a premier educational institution in the marine industry. 

Our faculty reinforces and preserves traditional practices while employing the 
latest techniques to ensure that our students walk away with a well-rounded 
education that will serve them now and in the future. 

Whether students choose to study Small Boat Building, Cruising Boat 
Building, Composites, Marine Systems or Yacht Design, they will leave The 
Landing School with an education that is second to none.
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Our Mission
The Landing School’s mission is to bridge the gap between theory and practice, providing graduates with the skills and experience 
necessary for current employment opportunities and future career growth in the marine industry in the United States and abroad.

1,404

Graduates as of 1/2013

41, 10
States and countries where our students reside

300+
Boats built by our students

7
Students who have 
returned as instructors



Student Body 

Where Passion Meets Education
Landing School students are a diverse group of adult learners, second career seekers, high school graduates, veterans and international students who 
share the same passion for all things boating. That’s the Landing School difference - our students and instructors truly enjoy their time here. With vari-
ous scholarships, financial aid packages and tuition assistance, we make achieving an Associate’s degree or diploma affordable. 

Adult Learners, Second Career Seekers
Going back to school can be a difficult task. At The Landing School we encourage students who are looking to start a second career or come back to 
school for the sheer enjoyment of learning, to embrace the challenges of a hands-on marine program. The work here is traditional in terms of class-
work and lectures but also progressive in terms of the collaboration between students and instructors on real world projects. Many of our students 
are looking to pursue the career they always wanted in a marine trade. Others are interested in learning more about how to maintain their own boats 
or have always wanted to build a boat with their own two hands. Whatever the case, adult learners at The School find an atmosphere that combines 
passion with education to create a truly unique experience.

High School Students
With the opportunity to achieve a diploma in one of our marine programs in ten months or an Associate’s degree in two years, The Landing School is 
an affordable and smart investment for high school graduates who are looking for an alternative to a traditional four-year university. Small class sizes 
and one-on-one time with a variety of instructors offers a broad education that combines theory and practice to create a very effective and thorough 
experience. Access to career development services, an on site learning resource center and attentive administrative services ensures that students 
receive all the help they need to be successful in their course of study.

Veterans
The Landing School is approved as an institution of higher education by the 
Maine State Approving Agency for Veterans Education Programs. Veterans 
and their families who are eligible for educational benefits can apply their 
tuition support toward an education at The Landing School. Of the veterans 
who come to The School, some have a background in marine trades, some 
don’t. No matter what your background, you’ll find the resources you need 
to finance your education and the experience you need to have a successful 
career in the marine industry.

International Students
Students at The Landing School come from a variety of countries including 
France, Spain, South Africa, Finland, United Kingdom, Korea, Venezuela and 
Bermuda, to name a few. Less than two hours from Boston’s Logan Interna-
tional Airport, access to The School is easy. The location of The School offers 
a variety of opportunities to explore. Art galleries, outdoor recreation, theater 
and of course boating opportunities abound. International students also have 
access to resources to help them with visas, housing and other services they 
require to make their stay in Maine and their experience at The School a 
fulfilling and rewarding one.

Student Body by Age Group
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About The Landing School

The Landing School
“The Landing” is a short stretch of the Kennebunk River where The Landing School is located. It was once an interna-
tionally famous shipbuilding area and the home of more than 20 shipbuilding firms between 1766 and 1867. As the 
economic effects of the Great Depression descended over the country in the early 20th century, the shipbuilding 
business throughout Maine began to dwindle. In 1942, The Landing hosted its last official launching of a commer-
cial vessel, a police cruiser. In December of 1978, three and a half decades later, the first class of students at The 
Landing School launched a Chamberlain dory-skiff, reviving the boat building trade along The Landing.

The Landing School was established in 1978 by John Burgess and Helen Tupper as a nonprofit, post-secondary in-
stitution dedicated to providing the highest quality hands-on education in boat building. The first year was attended 
by nine students who used a cow barn as a classroom and built two dories and two 18-foot sailboats as the curricu-
lum. That program became the Wooden Boat Building Program and was eventually expanded to include both Small 
Boats and Cruising Boats. 

In 1979, school administrators set out to fill a critical void in the industry where well-trained tradespeople were in 
high demand. This objective spurred the creation of the Yacht Design Program. This program provided the global 
marine industry with a source of new designers trained specifically in the techniques and aesthetics of yacht and 
commercial boat design.

Two decades later, boatyards were struggling with a shortage of trained marine systems technicians. So in September 
1999, The Landing School once again responded to the industry’s need by launching the Marine Systems Program. 
At the same time, The School began a multi-year aggressive growth plan that resulted in a large addition that was 
completed in 2007. The addition provided room for the curriculum to expand again with the creation of the Com-
posite Boat Building Program.

Today, each of The Landing School’s ten-month-long programs culminates in a diploma for students who success-
fully complete their courses within the high standards set by the faculty.

In 2009, the State of Maine Department of Education and The School’s accrediting agency, ACCSC, approved The 
Landing School as a degree-granting institution. A student who successfully completes two technical programs and 
15 credit-hours of general education courses is eligible to receive an Associate’s degree.

Education from The Landing School reinforces and preserves traditional design and construction methods while 
advancing the art of boat building, design and maintenance through the integration of modern techniques and con-
temporary materials. The marine industry values this unique training and has lauded The Landing School internation-
ally with a reputation for graduates of exceptional quality. The School is considered by many in the marine industry 
to be unequaled in its education.

Ownership
The Landing School is a non-profit organization incorporated in the State of Maine. It is governed by a board of 
trustees and is managed by an administrative staff. 
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About The Landing School

Mission Statement 
The School’s mission is to effectively prepare men and women for careers in the marine industry as practical design-
ers, builders and systems technicians who work professionally on today’s vessels, adapt to the industry’s evolving 
technology and appreciate the traditions of the past.

The Landing School blends modern yacht design, boat building and marine systems technology under one roof. The 
School bridges the gap between theory and practice to provide graduates with the skills and understanding neces-
sary for current employment opportunities and future career growth. The School offers five training options, each one 
designed to prepare students for careers in the marine industry.

Philosophy
Learn by doing. This is our very simple and extremely effective approach to teaching students in each of our pro-
grams. Because of combined classroom and workshop structure, students leave The Landing School with an educa-
tion that is second to none.

Our faculty reinforces and preserves traditional practices while employing the latest techniques to ensure that our 
students walk away with a well-rounded education that will serve them now and in the future. Because of our at-
tention to students as individuals and our renowned faculty, The Landing School has become known as a premier 
institution in the marine industry.

School Affiliations 
The Landing School is affiliated with or holds membership in the following organizations:
• American Boat and Yacht Council   • American Boat Builders and Repairers Association
• American Composite Manufacturers Association • American Sail Training Association
• American Schooner Association   • Antique and Classic Boat Society 
• Kennebunk-Kennebunkport Chamber of Commerce • Maine Built Boats Organization   
• Maine Composites Alliance   • Marine Industry Technical Education Committee 
• Maine Marine Trade Association   • Marine League of Schools    
• Royal Institution of Naval Architects  • Sail America     
• Society of Boat and Yacht Designers  • Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers  
• Sparkman and Stephens Association  • U.S. Sailing Association

Students enrolled in the Yacht Design Program at The Landing School are eligible to become student members of the 
Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers. All students enrolled in any Landing School program are eligible 
to become student members of the American Boat and Yacht Council (ABYC) and the American Boat Builders and 
Repairers Association (ABBRA).
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Admission 

Admission Requirements
The Landing School offers rolling enrollments, meaning prospective students can apply to The School at any time. 
When reviewing applications for enrollment, The Landing School admissions committee considers foremost the pro-
fessional goals of prospective students as well as their enthusiasm for the marine trades. Applicants to The
Landing School must have a minimum of a high school diploma or a certificate of high school equivalency (GED), 
although a number of students come with college degrees. 

The Landing School does not require former experience with boats, woodworking, systems or design; however, an 
applicant’s experience can enhance an application. Math skills are an important ingredient in the successful comple-
tion of the Yacht Design Program, therefore students who apply for admission to Yacht Design must demonstrate 
current proficiency in high school Algebra II, Trigonometry and Geometry.

Application Procedure
Application to either the diploma or Associate’s degree program requires completion of a formal application. An ap-
plication form and instructions are included on page 31 of this catalog. Prospective students may also apply online.

When all components of the application package have been submitted, the applicant must arrange for a visit to The 
School and a personal interview with an admissions representative. A telephone interview may be substituted when 
distance makes it too difficult for the applicant to visit The School in person. The Landing School reviews completed 
applications on a bimonthly basis beginning the January prior to the start of the upcoming academic year. 

The School strongly encourages early applications because spots in each of the academic programs are offered to 
qualified applicants on a first-come, first-served basis. Once all programs are filled, additional qualified applicants 
are placed on a waiting list and are notified of openings as they become available. Wait-listed students are also given 
the option to defer their enrollment until the subsequent school year without having to reapply.

Even if a class is full, interested applicants should apply. Each year there are inevitable last-minute changes in 
circumstances for some enrolled students who must withdraw, so a small number of spaces may become available 
immediately prior to the start of the school year.

Enrollment Procedure
An applicant who has been accepted to The Landing School receives a packet that includes a letter of acceptance, 
an enrollment agreement and a copy of the current catalog. Once the applicant signs the enrollment agreement and 
returns it with a tuition deposit by the date specified in the acceptance letter, the student’s spot in the program will 
be confirmed.

International Students
The School is approved by the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service as an institution eligible for attendance 
by non-immigrant students. The student must furnish The School with proof of ability to pay the full cost of atten-
dance (tuition, fees and all living expenses) and identify the source of the funds.

The School then sends the student the appropriate SEVIS form on which The School certifies his or her acceptance. 
The student needs this form to apply for a non-immigrant student visa. Foreign students should allow sufficient time 
to complete this process. Proficiency in the use of the English language for reading, writing and speaking is an es-
sential factor for success in all of The School’s programs and is a criterion for admission.



Admission

Campus Visits
The Landing School welcomes visits. Tours may be booked online or by calling the Office of Admission at 
207.985.7976. Admissions officers are always available to advise students and their families on the admission pro-
cess and are available to discuss special circumstances and needs. 

Graduation and Transfer-out Rates
Amendments to the Student Right to Know Act stipulate that school’s provide prospective students with information 
on the rate at which students successfully complete programs within 150% of the normal program length, or transfer 
out to another institution. The historical graduation and transfer-out rates for all students in all programs at The Land-
ing School are:

For classes beginning in  2009 2010 2011
Total students starting  68 67 68
Graduation rate   91% 90% 89%
Transfer-out rate   0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Transfer Credits 
Students may submit general education credits earned at accredited colleges and universities to The Landing School 
for transfer evaluation. Transfer credits may be awarded for courses that are relevant to careers in the marine industry 
and appropriate to meet The Landing School’s general education requirements. It is the sole responsibility and au-
thority of The Landing School to award transfer credit.

Student Handbook
At the beginning of the academic year, each student receives a Student Handbook which is a compilation of school 
rules and policies. Students should familiarize themselves with The Landing School’s rules and policies. While at The 
School, compliance with the Student Handbook is a condition of continued enrollment.

Tuition and Fees
Enrollment at The Landing School represents a significant commitment of time and resources and deserves careful 
financial planning. A total estimated cost of attendance is determined and published annually and includes tuition, 
program fees, tools, books and projected living expenses. See page 11 of this catalog for details. 

A tuition deposit is due upon enrollment. All tuition and fees must be paid in full before registration day. Students 
who are approved for federal financial aid may arrange a modified payment schedule with The School’s financial aid 
administrator.
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Academic Requirements

Grading System  
The School recognizes the importance of consistent, fair and periodic evaluations of student performance, both as 
a means of measuring the student’s progress towards educational goals and as a method of evaluating The School’s 
success in providing the education for which the student has contracted. The grading system used throughout The 
School for all category grades, progress reports and final grades is as follows:

Grade Point Percentage Letter   Grade Point Percentage Letter
4.0  94-100  A   2.0 - 2.4  70-75.99  C
3.5 - 3.9  88-93.99  B+   1.5 - 1.9  65-69.99  D+
3.0 - 3.4  82-87.99  B   1.0 - 1.4  60-64.99  D
2.5 - 2.9  76-81.99  C+   0.0  0-59.99  F

Individual grades will be entered into a student’s transcript using the Grade Point (4.0) Scale. Grade averages and 
GPA will be calculated to the nearest hundredth of a point using the Grade Point Scale. Percentage scores will be 
averaged prior to converting to the grade point scale.

Standards for Satisfactory Progress
Each academic year is divided into two formal marking periods (semesters) consisting of approximately 18 instruc-
tional weeks, excluding breaks and holidays. Each semester of a full-time technical program is made up of multiple 
courses of varying credit hours that are taught concurrently throughout the semester. A student receives a grade at 
the end of each semester. A student must earn a grade of 1.0 or better in a course in order to earn the credits for 
that course. A student must earn a grade of 1.0 or better in all courses each semester and achieve an overall GPA of 
2.0 or better in a full-time technical program in order to earn a diploma and/or degree. In the event a student earns 
below a 1.0, he or she must retake the entire technical program in order to earn credit for that course.

Credits Awarded
Credit for The Landing School’s programs is awarded to students in credit-hours. The credit-hours awarded for suc-
cessfully completing each of the technical programs is:

Program/Option   Credit-hours Program/Option   Credit-hours
Wooden Boat Building    Yacht Design   37.5
  Small Boat Option  34.0  Marine Systems   37.0
  Cruising Boat Option  34.0  Composite Boat Building  32.5

Clock-hour to Credit-hour Conversion - Definition of a Credit-hour
A credit-hour is defined as an amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence 
of student achievement for academic activities as established by the institution comprised of the following units: 
didactic learning environment; supervised laboratory setting of instruction; externship; and out-of-class work/prepa-
ration. The following are the measures of these units for establishing credit hour awards:

Credit-hour
One semester credit-hour equals 45 units (and one quarter credit-hour equals 30 units) comprised of the following 
academic activities:

• One clock-hour in a didactic learning environment = 2 units
• One clock-hour in a supervised laboratory setting of instruction = 1.5 units
• One hour of externship = 1 unit
• One hour of out-of-class work and/or preparation for the didactic learning environment or supervised labo-

ratory setting of instruction that are designed to measure the student’s achieved competency relative to the 
required subject matter objectives = 0.5 unit

Clock-hour
A clock-hour is defined as 50 minutes of instruction in a 60 minute period of time.8



Academic Requirements

Glossary of Credit-hour Terms
A didactic learning environment is one which is led by a qualified faculty member for the intention of teaching and 
learning and can be in a classroom or laboratory setting of instruction.

A supervised laboratory setting of instruction is when students engage in discussion and/or the practical application 
of information presented in the didactic portion of the program or discovered through out-of-class work/preparation 
(e.g., practical application settings, clinical settings, etc.) under the supervision of a qualified faculty member.

Out-of-class work/preparation is that which students engage in as a means to prepare for the didactic learning 
environment or supervised laboratory setting of instruction and must be articulated through a course syllabus. An 
institution must be able to justify the number of hours estimated for that outside-of-class work. The student’s work 
outside of class must be consistent with course educational goals and objectives; documented, assessed/graded; and 
serve as an integral part of the structured, sequenced educational program as described in the syllabus.

An externship is a component of a program that meets the Commission’s externship standards and is offered in a 
bona fide occupational setting for which training and education are provided, the externship component may occur 
throughout the course of a program or as a capstone requirement. The objectives and goals of an externship must 
allow students to apply practically the knowledge and skills taught in didactic and laboratory settings of instruction.

Time Obligation
A student who enrolls in any of the programs is obligated to attend school full-time (32-36 hours per week, depend-
ing on the technical program, excluding holidays and general education classes). Because of the time commitment 
for each of the programs, a student can only take one program at a time; however, some students spend multiple 
years at The Landing School in order to complete multiple programs. A student who successfully completes two 
technical programs and 15 credit-hours of general education is eligible to be awarded an Associate’s degree. The 
available career options expand dramatically for a student who receives diplomas from two or more programs. The 
typical amount of time to complete a diploma is 10 months. An Associate’s degree requires two years.

Attendance Policy
The Landing School requires that students attend at least 90% of all classes to be eligible to receive a diploma or 
Associate’s degree. An absence equivalent to one school-day is defined as: two half-day absences (one half-hour or 
more) or four late arrivals or early departures of less than one half-hour. Students who miss more than 10% (9 days 
for a typical semester) of a technical program may be dismissed or assigned a “0” for a course grade at the discretion 
of the Director of Education. Students are responsible for making up class work, assignments and exams. Specific 
policies for making up class work, assignments and exams are left to the discretion of the instructor. The attendance 
policy in general education courses is left to the discretion of the instructor. It is the responsibility of the instructor to 
inform the students in each general education course of the attendance requirements during the first week of classes.

Makeup Work/Remedial Courses
Due to the compressed curriculum, extra credit work is not available. A student who has not satisfactorily completed 
an assignment may apply for an extension; mandatory completion date and maximum grade obtainable may be 
established. All makeup work must be completed by the end of the semester in which it was assigned.

Student Dismissal
A student may be dismissed for any of the following reasons:

• Failure to comply with the standards of satisfactory progress for the program in which the student is enrolled
• Failure to comply with The School’s attendance policy
• Non-payment of tuition by the due date
• Violation of The School’s alcohol, drug and harassment policies
• Violation of The School’s safety policies or repeated negligence in the use and care of shop tools and facilities
• Failure to comply with any other school rules and policies as published in the Student Handbook

9



Academic Requirements

Termination and Re-admission
If a student is dismissed or withdraws from The School for any reason and subsequently applies for and is granted re-
admission in a new school year, he or she is required to repeat the entire program. A student who is re-admitted after 
termination does not have his or her grades from the original enrollment period used in the calculation of the grade 
point average in the subsequent enrollment period.

Standards for Graduation  
Upon successfully completing a program from The Landing School, each student receives a diploma. To be eligible 
for graduation, a student must have satisfactorily completed his or her program, meeting all evaluation criteria and 
attendance requirements, as well as meeting all financial obligations to The School. If during the school year a stu-
dent fails to meet any graduation requirement, he or she may be subject to immediate dismissal. For students work-
ing towards an Associate’s degree, the same standards apply for each of the two programs they will complete.

Procedure for Student Complaints
Students may have minor complaints, grievances or questions that can be resolved by school faculty or management. 
All faculty members and the president have an open-door policy with students and are available to discuss emergen-
cies at all times and routine problems as time permits. If informal means fail to resolve a problem adequately or if a 
problem is of such seriousness that it requires additional action, a more formal avenue may be appropriate.

Procedure for Formal Complaints
A student who experiences harassment or is affected negatively by the behavior of student or staff member should 
complain in writing to the president as soon as possible. If the complaint involves the president, the complaint 
should be addressed to the Chairman of the Board of Trustees. Evidence, if any, should be preserved. A student or 
employee has the option of contacting law enforcement and, if requested, school personnel will assist with this no-
tification. School personnel will also, if requested, assist a student or employee in locating off-campus counseling. If 
requested by a complainant, The School will make practical attempts to change a complainant’s academic situation. 

When a complaint is made, the recipient (president) will investigate within three school days. If it is not possible 
to complete an investigation within three days, the complainant will be informed in writing of the timetable for 
completion of the investigation. An investigation and determination of facts shall be completed as soon as possible.  
The School will notify law enforcement authorities if a complaint has involved a possible criminal violation. The 
School may convene a hearing or discipline proceeding during which the complainant and the accused will be en-
titled to the same opportunities to have others present. Both accuser and accused will be informed of the outcome of 
any disciplinary proceeding involving allegations of a sex offense. An employee or student found to have engaged in 
harassment is subject to disciplinary action including suspension or dismissal in addition to the potential for criminal 
prosecution by law enforcement authorities. A copy of the complaint and resolution statement will be made a part of 
the permanent files of each student involved. The complaint original and a copy of the resolution statement will be 
maintained in a formal complaint file.  Anonymous complaints will not be acted upon as a formal complaint. 

Unsatisfactory Resolution of Complaints 
The Landing School is accredited by the Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges. If the student does 
not feel that The School has adequately addressed a complaint or concern, the student may consider contacting the 
accrediting commission. All complaints considered by the commission must be in written form, with the permission 
from the complainant(s) for the commission to forward a copy of the complaint to The School for a response. The 
complainant(s) will be kept informed as to the status of the complaint as well as the final resolution by the commis-
sion. A copy of the commissions complaint form is available at The School and may be obtained by contacting the 
president. Please direct all inquiries to:

Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges, 2101 Wilson Blvd., Suite 302, Arlington, VA 22201
(+1) 703-247-4212, www.accsc.org10



Tuition and Financial Aid

Tuition and Fees
The Cost of Attendance (COA) is The Landing School’s best estimate of the total student cost for participation in one 
of our programs. Housing, utilities, food, personal expenses and local transportation costs are averages based upon a 
survey taken by The Landing School students during the late Spring of 2012. Please note that all students are respon-
sible for food, housing, transportation and personal living expenses for the duration of their program. 

The COA is used to calculate federal and state financial aid and student loan limits. It also provides enrolled students 
with the financial information needed to project budgets. The cost of travel to The School at the start of the academic 
year and trips home for holidays are not included because of the wide variety of states and foreign countries repre-
sented in the student body. Students who have dependent children and require childcare services while attending 
class at The Landing School may be eligible to add that expense to the COA. Students who borrow federal funds 
under the Federal Direct or PLUS loan programs may request that origination fees be added to the COA figures. 
Program fees offset the cost of student activities and, where applicable, the cost of materials, safety equipment, and 
computing. Certification test fees include ABYC, NMEA and/or EPA certification tests for Marine Systems students. 

Federal Student Financial Aid Programs
Financial Aid is available for those who qualify. The School is approved for participation in the U.S. Department of 
Education Student Financial Aid programs and administers Stafford loans, Pell grants and parent PLUS loans. Appli-
cation for these programs may be made any time prior to or during the school year. U.S. citizens and resident aliens 
are eligible for Federal Student Financial Aid, referred to as Title IV Programs. The Landing School is approved to 
administer the following U.S. Department of Education Student Financial Aid Programs on behalf of its students:

• Federal Pell Grants
• Federal Stafford Loan program, including both subsidized and unsubsidized loans
• Federal Parent PLUS (Parent Loan for Undergraduate Students) loan program

Applying for Federal Financial Aid
There is no application fee for the Federal Student Financial Aid. To begin the application process a student must: 

1. Notify The School’s financial aid officer.
2. Complete an electronic FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) by logging on to www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

The Title IV school code for The Landing School is 016778.

For more information, students can call the Federal Student Aid Information Center at (800) 433-3243 or log on to 
www.federalstudentaid.ed.gov. Enrolled students must maintain satisfactory progress to remain eligible for federal 
financial aid (see the “Academic Requirements” section of this catalog for guidelines on satisfactory progress).
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Wooden 
Boat Building

Yacht 
Design

Marine 
Systems

Composite 
Boat Building

Tuition
Program Fees
Certification Test Fees
ABYC Membership
Books and Tools
Rent and Utilities*
Food
Personal Expenses
Local Transportation

$18,500
850

0
0

2,250
7,415
2,360
2,000
1,500

$18,500
850

0
0

3,125
7,415
2,360
2,000
1,500

$18,500
850
875
70

1,850
7,415
2,360
2,000
1,500

$18,500
850

0
0

1,950
7,415
2,360
2,000
1,500

Total Estimated COA** $34,875 $35,750 $35,420 $34,575

* For students living with their parents, please deduct $7,415 from the cost of attendance
** For students who need to complete their general education courses, please add $1,200 per course 
to the cost of attendance. Total estimated COA is subject to change as of January 1, 2014. 



Tuition and Financial Aid

Scholarships
Students may apply for scholarships that are managed by The Landing School by completing a FAFSA. Awards are 
based on the financial need as well as the student’s personal goals. Students who receive scholarships or grants 
through other sources must notify the Director of Student Services since those funds are considered to be part of the 
student’s total financial aid package. The Landing School will provide required enrollment certifications for outside 
grants or scholarships at the request of the student. Please contact the financial aid office for more information.

Alternative Student Loan Programs 
There are several non-federal loans for higher education available. Please contact the financial aid office for more 
information. (Please note: The Landing School does not specifically endorse any alternative loans).

Veterans Benefits
The Landing School is approved as an institution of higher education by the Maine State Approving Agency for Veter-
ans Education Programs. Veterans and their families who are eligible for educational benefits can apply their tuition 
support toward an education at The Landing School. Prospective students should visit the Veterans Affairs website at 
gibill.va.gov or call (888) 442–4551. Students who request veteran’s educational assistance are required to have all 
previous post-secondary experience evaluated for possible transfer credit in order to be eligible for benefits.

The Landing School is approved to certify educational benefits for eligible veterans including Post-9/11 and Mont-
gomery G.I. Bills and veterans vocational rehabilitation programs. The School also participates in the Yellow Ribbon 
Program. Applications for veteran’s educational benefits should be made as early as possible through the applicant’s 
regional VA office. The School’s VA facility code is 31005019. Applications for the G.I. Bill can also be made online 
at www.gibill.va.gov. Applicants should forward a copy of the Certificate of Eligibility (COE) to The Landing School’s 
financial aid officer. Applicants with military service should send a copy of an AARTS transcript or a SMART tran-
script to The Landing School’s financial aid office. If a student wishes to transfer credits, The School will review those 
credits on a case-by-case basis to determine if they are applicable.

Cancellation and Refund Policy
The Landing School’s cancellation and refund policies assure that each student is provided a fair and equitable 
refund of tuition and fees in situations where a student enrolls in a program and subsequently elects to cancel or 
withdraw, is dismissed by The School or otherwise fails to complete the program. The withdrawal date is the date a 
student officially notifies The Landing School president of his or her intent to withdraw. If The Landing School does 
not receive an official notice of withdrawal, The School reserves the option of using the student’s last date of aca-
demically related attendance as the withdrawal date for calculating refunds.

A student who wishes to cancel or terminate his or her enrollment at The Landing School must inform the president 
of The School. The same tuition refund schedule applies for cases involving voluntary withdrawal as well as termi-
nation by The School. Applicants who have not visited The School prior to enrollment will have the opportunity to 
withdraw without penalty within three business days following either the regularly scheduled orientation procedures 
or following a tour of The School facilities and inspection of equipment. All monies paid by an applicant must be 
refunded if requested within three days after signing an enrollment agreement and making an initial payment. An 
applicant requesting cancellation more than three days after signing an enrollment agreement and making an initial 
payment, but prior to entering The School, is entitled to a refund of all monies paid minus a registration fee of $150.
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Tuition and Financial Aid

Refunds 
The Landing School will refund any money it owes a student within 30 days from the date of cancellation or official 
withdrawal. The same tuition refund schedule applies for cases involving voluntary withdrawal and termination by 
The School. All refunds of institutional charges will be administered according to the following schedule and terms:

• A student with credit due who requests cancellation prior to the beginning of the program is entitled to a re-
fund of all monies paid to The School minus a $150 registration fee. The School must receive official notice of 
cancellation on or before the day of registration.

• A student who officially withdraws from The School on or before the Friday of the first full week of classes is 
still financially obligated for 50% of the total tuition and associated fees. In the event that the withdrawing 
student has already paid the school more than 50% of the total tuition and fees, he or she is eligible for a re-
fund of that balance. After the Friday of the first full week of classes, a student who withdraws is still financially 
obligated to The School for 100% of the total tuition and associated fees.

Return of Title IV Funds (Federal Financial Aid)
The term “Title IV Funds” refers to the federal financial aid programs authorized under the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (as amended). At The Landing School, these programs include unsubsidized Stafford Loans, subsidized Stafford 
Loans, Federal Parent PLUS Loans, and Federal Pell Grants. 

Federal regulations mandate that a student must earn his or her federal student aid or the funds must be returned to 
the federal financial aid programs. Students who receive Title IV federal financial aid and withdraw from The Land-
ing School on or before completing 60% of the academic term (in clock-hours) are entitled to keep only the portion 
of Title IV federal financial aid that he or she earned up to the point of withdrawal. If a student receiving federal 
financial aid withdraws after completing 60% of the academic term, he or she is considered to have earned all of 
the Title IV aid for that academic term.

The Landing School’s financial aid office will calculate the amount of aid the student has earned using the pre-
scribed “Federal Return of Title IV Funds Procedure.” The calculation for determining the amount of aid the student 
has earned up to the point of withdrawal is the number of clock-hours completed prior to the point of withdrawal 
divided by the total number of clock-hours in the academic term. The resulting percentage is then multiplied by 
the total federal funds disbursed (either to the student’s account or to the student directly for the academic term) to 
determine the amount earned by the student. 

The unearned amount (total aid disbursed less the earned amount) must be returned to the federal government by 
The School and/or the student. If any federal aid was disbursed directly to the student, he or she is responsible for 
returning unearned funds to the federal financial aid programs in a timely manner. 

Students who are required to return funds to the federal government will be notified by the financial aid office and 
provided with instructions. Funds that are returned to the federal government are used to reduce the student’s out-
standing balances. Financial aid returned by The School or the student must be allocated in the following order:

 1. Unsubsidized Federal Stafford Loans
 2. Subsidized Federal Stafford Loans
 3. Federal Parent PLUS Loans
 4. Federal Pell Grants

Refunds to the student and/or the federal financial aid programs by The Landing School will be made within 30 
days of the date the student has withdrawn (as determined by The Landing School). Once the earned amount of a 
student’s financial aid has been applied to his/her institutional charges, the student is responsible for any remaining 
balance due to The School. Additional details and examples of the refund and repayment policies may be obtained 
by contacting the financial aid office. 13



Student Services and Activities

Students
The student body is comprised of adults learners, second career seekers, high school graduates, veterans and inter-
national students who seek a career in the marine industry. In addition, some of our students are retired or taking a 
break from formal academics and find spending time at The Landing School invaluable. Students come from all over 
the United States, Canada, South America, Europe, Asia, Australia and Africa. 

Student Services
Should a student need guidance on issues relating to The School or to his or her personal circumstances, he or she 
is encouraged to discuss these concerns with the Director of Student Services. The Director of Student Services may 
offer support or provide contact information for professionals who can provide issue specific support services.

Student Committee
A Student Committee is formed each fall with two representatives from each program and a representative from the 
administration. The committee meets monthly and offers a forum in which students may participate directly in the 
continuing evaluation of The School and the improvement of its services and programs. As such, the committee can 
also serve as a vehicle to bring problems and complaints, with the recommended solutions, to the attention of the 
administration.

School Activities
The Landing School administration encourages student interaction and regularly sponsors activities—both as part of 
the curriculum and as extra-curricular learning opportunities and entertainment. Students can join school commit-
tees that drive school sponsored functions. Usually there are barbecues and potlucks several times during the school 
year. Students also celebrate the christening and launching of completed boats. Field trips to regional boat building 
businesses or educational functions are interspersed throughout the curriculums of each of the programs. The School 
hosts lectures and marine industry gatherings to which students are often invited. These events provide students with 
the opportunity to meet and speak with professionals in the marine industry and potential employers.

Regional Activities
Southern Maine is an inspiring region of the world. The state has a rich maritime history and a coastline that mean-
ders for approximately 3,500 miles and includes more than 3,000 islands. There are opportunities for students to 
go sailing, powerboating, canoeing, kayaking, fishing, surfing and swimming in the nearby ocean or in any of the 
dozens of lakes and rivers that are within a short drive of The School.

There are several towns near The School with working waterfronts, that include boat building and yacht design firms, 
that welcome visits. People interested in maritime history can tour museums such as the Maine Maritime Museum in 
Bath, the Penobscot Marine Museum in Searsport, and the Kittery Historical and Naval Museum in Kittery.

The most active working waterfront in the region is in Maine’s most populated city, Portland, which is a 30 minute 
drive north of The Landing School. Portland is New England’s largest tonnage seaport and second largest fishing port. 
Portland’s Casco Bay area is also host to an active sailboat racing community. Portland is a fun, lively city with a lot 
of shopping, dining and entertainment opportunities. 

A half-hour south of The School is another culturally exciting city, Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Portsmouth has a 
fun downtown district with nationally acclaimed theatre and music, museums, tax-free shopping and historic sites. 
In and around the city there are prime spots for biking, walking or hiking.

In the winter months, both the Portland and Portsmouth areas have cross-country ski trails, great hills for sledding 
and frozen ponds for ice-skating. Major downhill ski resorts are within a few hours’ drive of The Landing School. 
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Career Services

Features and Benefits
The Landing School provides career counseling and career portfolio development services to all current students.  
The school maintains close communication with marine companies throughout the United States and abroad, and 
companies regularly post job openings on the alumni job page on The School website.  

Students meet individually with the career counselor in the fall to express job preferences and locations, and as 
openings develop, students are directed to the appropriate contacts at the companies. The School maintains an 
Employment Resource Guide and provides it to students several times during the year. Students also attend seminars 
during the year on the career placement process, resume preparation, job interview preparation and other topics that 
will aid them in securing employment upon graduation.
 
Careers for Graduates
Graduates of The Landing School’s programs are actively employed in the marine industry worldwide as professional 
designers, builders, systems technicians, crew members and repairers. Some go into related fields such as sail mak-
ing, spar design, marine surveying and yacht sales. Many start their own shops and design offices. 

The Landing School has a board of professional industry advisors who provide feedback on the curriculum in order 
to ensure that students are graduating with practical and marketable skills necessary for successful employment in 
the marine industry. The School’s alumni report back great success in their careers. 

The Landing School does not guarantee employment for graduates but does provide information about open posi-
tions in the marine industry around the world to our alumni through regular newsletters, a website and informal cor-
respondence. The School maintains extensive contacts throughout the marine industry and regularly assists students 
in establishing relationships with potential employers.
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Physical Resources

Academic Buildings and Facilities
The Landing School, located in rural Arundel, Maine, occupies several spacious, contemporary buildings in a 
residential area of the small town. The facility covers more than 50,000 square feet and includes a boat building 
shop, design studio, systems laboratory, composites shop, classrooms, learning resource center, student lounges and 
administrative offices. 

The boat building shops are true work environments, similar to any other small, modern boat building facility. They 
are fully equipped with commercial-grade power and hand tools, and well stocked with high-quality wood and 
composite construction materials. The shops include areas for planing, wood-steaming, vacuum-bagging, lofting and 
wood storage.

The Marine Systems Program laboratory provides dedicated space for classroom and laboratory instruction. The lab 
contains workstations equipped with AC and DC electric power, compressed air and water supplies. In addition to 
its lecture and demonstration area, the lab is equipped with lifts and industrial-grade tools used to teach system as-
sembly and installation.

The Yacht Design Program Studio on the second floor of the boat building shop contains a spacious work studio and 
separate lecture hall. It is equipped with networked computer workstations, plotters, reference archives and a draft-
ing table for each student.

Because all of The Landing School programs are located under one roof, students are afforded the opportunity to 
experience programs outside of their chosen course of study. For example, students in the Yacht Design Program 
come in regular contact with boat shop and marine systems lab activities. This exposure is formalized throughout the 
academic year with cross-program teaching sessions.

Student Areas
The students at The Landing School have access to three lounges that include kitchenettes with microwaves, sinks 
and refrigerators. There are also vending machines and furniture for student use in each of the lounges. The Learn-
ing Resource Center serves The Landing School community by providing clear paths to resources that support and 
enhance the curriculum. The on site facility is a comfortable space for reading, studying and tutoring. Computers are 
available for student use. The interactive Landing School online library provides 24/7 access to useful links and tuto-
rials as well as to the full text of journals and periodicals. Students are encouraged to make full use of the available 
facilities offered as part of their marine education.

Housing
Admissions representatives assist students in locating economical rentals throughout Southern Maine. Area realtors 
also offer assistance with housing arrangements. Most students find affordable housing in the region easily. Many 
students choose to live with roommates during their time at The Landing School. Once students are accepted for en-
rollment at The School, they are given access to a Facebook group through which many students make arrangements 
with fellow students for housing. There is no on campus housing.

Location
The Landing School, 286 River Road, Arundel, Maine 04046.

From Interstate 95, take Exit 25 (Kennebunk). After the toll booth, bear left onto Route 35 toward Kennebunk. After 
passing the local high school, continue straight on Route 35 through the traffic circle. At the next traffic light, turn 
left, and then bear right at the next light, continuing on Route 35. A few miles down the road is a blinking traffic 
light. On the right is The Landing Store and immediately past it is Durrells Bridge Road. Turn left on Durrells Bridge 
Road. After crossing the Kennebunk River, come to the stop sign. The School is directly across the street. 

16



18

Faculty and Staff

Faculty
The Landing School places vital emphasis on the quality of each instructor. The educators at The Landing School are 
committed to establishing effective teaching and learning relationships with students both inside and outside the 
classroom.

Educating students to be effective and creative leaders in the marine industry is central to The Landing School’s mis-
sion. Faculty excel at teaching, the development of innovative curriculum, and the dissemination of research and 
knowledge. The Landing School emphasizes the importance of teaching and provides support for promoting and 
recognizing excellence in the classroom.

The Landing School enhances teaching excellence through visiting lecturers and field trips to industry appropriate 
locations so that students can experience a variety of perspectives from within the marine industry. Students are also 
encouraged to visit other programs in The School so that they can see for themselves how each of these programs fits 
within the marine industry.

Excellence in teaching is not easily measured; a lot of intangibles come into play. It’s much more than the amount 
of materials distributed or the type of quizzes given. It has something to do with the fundamental trust and respect 
engendered between the instructor and the student. It’s all about what happens in the heart and mind of the student. 
And great teaching is highly valued at The Landing School.

Nathan Andrew    Christopher Audy   Rick Barkhuff
Paul Barton    Barbara Bolko    Clinton B. Chase   
Stephen M. Dalzell    Jamie Houtz    Scott Lambert
Derek Wright
    
Administrative Staff
Of equal importance with the faculty is the administration of The Landing School. This team attends to everything 
from the business needs of the school to the financial needs of the student body. They even provide much needed 
pizza parties when students need a break from their studies.
President     Director of Advancement  Director of Education
Robert DeColfmacker   Barry Acker   Ken Rusinek

Controller    Enrollment & Marketing Manager Admissions Representative
Kristy Wiggins    Jennifer Robertson   Kristin Potter

Assistant to the President/Director of Student Services    Administrative Assistant
Susan Gross        Jennifer Bechard

Program Advisory Committees
In order to ensure that our students learn techniques that are in high demand in the industry, The Landing School has 
formed Program Advisory Committees who contribute to curriculum development for each of our programs. For de-
tailed information about members of the Program Advisory Committees, please visit www.landingschool.edu/about/
advisory.html.
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Diploma and Degree Programs

General Education Courses
Students who are enrolled in a diploma program are not required to earn general education credits. Students en-
rolled in the Associate’s degree program are required to successfully complete 15 credit-hours of applied general 
education courses. The specific areas of general education studies are:

• Quantitative Principles (math) - required
• Written/Oral Communication - required
• Natural and Physical Sciences
• Social and Behavioral Sciences
• Humanities and Fine Arts
• Applied general education courses that support technical learning programs

Three credits of Written/Oral Communication and three credits of Quantitative Principles are required. Students 
must then select three, three-credit courses from four other areas of study in order to earn the remaining nine credits. 
A “C” (70) or better must be earned in a general education course in order to apply credit toward the Associate’s 
degree program. 

Students may submit general education credits earned at accredited colleges and universities to The Landing School 
for transfer evaluation. Transfer credits may be awarded for courses that are relevant to careers in the marine industry 
and appropriate to meet The Landing School’s general education requirements. It is the sole responsibility and au-
thority of The Landing School to award transfer credit.

Choosing a Diploma or a Degree
When a prospective student applies for admission to The Landing School, he or she must select either a diploma 
or Associate’s degree option. The educational programs are identical; students in both the diploma and Associate’s 
degree programs study and work together. The difference between the two programs is the amount of time required 
for completion and the addition of general education courses required for the Associate’s degree option.

A student who plans to attend only one year at The Landing School must apply for the diploma program. If a student 
who earns a diploma decides to extend his or her education at The Landing School, that student may re-apply as 
an applicant to the Associate’s degree program. A student who plans to successfully complete two programs at The 
Landing School over two years is encouraged to apply to the Associate’s degree program.

Diploma Option
A student who successfully completes a diploma program and meets all criteria for graduation is awarded a diploma 
in his or her specific area of study: Wooden Boat Building (Small or Cruising Boats option), Yacht Design, Marine 
Systems, and Composite Boat Building. A diploma program typically requires 10 months to complete.

Associate’s Degree Option
The Landing School offers one Associate’s degree option: An Associate’s of Applied Science Degree in Marine Indus-
try Technology. The program concentration within the MIT degree requires a student to successfully complete 69-80 
credit-hours including technical credits, which vary depending on the program, and general education credits. An 
Associate’s degree program typically requires two years to complete. 

Associate’s of Applied Science Degree in Marine Industry Technology (MIT)
The MIT Associate’s degree offers four different concentrations from which a student may choose. This degree pro-
vides a broad, yet strong, foundation in the marine industry as a whole. Graduates of the Associate’s degree program 
have a wider range of professional opportunities and a better understanding of the business practices behind the ma-
rine industry. In order to earn an MIT Associate’s degree, a student must choose one of the following concentrations: 
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Diploma and Degree Programs

Associate’s Degree Option
Comprehensive Boat Building Concentration: A student must successfully complete Wooden Boat Building (either 
Small Boats or Cruising Boats option) plus Composite Boat Building. 

Boat Building and Marine Systems Concentration: A student must successfully complete the Marine Systems Pro-
gram plus one of the following: Wooden Boat Building (either Small Boats or Cruising Boats option) or Composite 
Boat Building. 

Boat Building and Yacht Design Concentration: A student must successfully complete the Yacht Design Program plus 
one of the following: Wooden Boat Building (either Small Boats or Cruising Boats option) or Composite Boat Build-
ing.

Yacht Design and Marine Systems Concentration: A student must successfully complete the Yacht Design Program 
and the Marine Systems Program. 

Educational Partnerships - Bachelor’s Degree Option 
Southampton Solent University 
The Yacht Design Program at The Landing School is part of an articulation agreement with Southampton Solent 
University in the United Kingdom. Southampton Solent University offers one of only two Bachelor’s degrees in Small 
Craft Design available in the world, the Bachelor of Engineering in Yacht and Small Craft Design (Hons). Gradu-
ates of the Landing School Yacht Design Program who achieve a final GPA of 2.4 or better are entitled to advanced 
placement in this prestigious degree program, meaning that they can complete a Bachelor’s degree in a total of three 
years. Federal financial aid is available to qualified students who chose to take advantage of this opportunity.    

Southern New Hampshire University
The Landing School has an articulation agreement with Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) which allows 
Landing School graduates to obtain a Bachelor’s Degree.  Under this agreement, Landing School students who 
graduate with an Associate’s Degree in Marine Industry Technology will receive a block transfer of 54 credits toward 
SNHU’s Bachelor of Science in Technical Management. SNHU’s course work may be completed through SNHU On-
line, a regionally accredited program that would allow students to complete their work for their Bachelor of Science 
in Technical Management no matter where in the world they may live or work. 

Educational Partnerships - Applied Credits from Regional Institutions 
Maine Maritime Academy
The Landing School and the Maine Maritime Academy located in Castine, Maine, together offer two, two-year As-
sociate’s degrees: one in Small Craft Design and one in Small Craft Systems. Both degrees are awarded by the Maine 
Maritime Academy. A student in either program completes the first year in residence at Maine Maritime Academy, 
including a summer internship. Students spend the second year at The Landing School. Students in the Small Craft 
Design Program are enrolled in The Landing School’s Yacht Design Program. Students in the Small Craft Systems 
Program are enrolled in The Landing School’s Marine Systems Program. 

For more information about any of these educational partnerships, contact the admissions office at The Landing 
School at 207-985-7976, info@landingschool.edu.
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Wooden Boat Building Program: Small Boat Option

Objective
The Small Boat option within the Wooden Boat Building Program instructs students in the construction of both tradi-
tional and modern boats using wood as the principal material.

Career Options for Graduates
The curriculum prepares students to work with traditional or modern vessels. A graduate can assume a career as a 
boat builder, boat repairer, boat restoration professional, joiner or finishworker.

Program Description
Students who select the Small Boat option are taught construction methods through formal lectures, field trips and 
hands-on projects. Students are divided into teams to build several small boats under the supervision of an instruc-
tor. These teams are responsible for all aspects of construction from lofting to sea trials.

There are two boat construction projects during the year. One construction project is a small (13´ to 16´) epoxy-
glued lapstrake boat. Students loft, or draw, these craft at their full size in order to develop the shapes and angles 
needed to build the stem, keel and molds. Each team of builders constructs a mold, planks a boat, builds and installs 
all parts—rudder, keel, tiller, breasthooks, spars etc. Students also fit out the boat with hardware and rigging and 
paint and/or varnish the interior and exterior.

The second construction project teaches an alternative building method, carvel construction. The boats are built us-
ing carvel planking on steam-bent frames.

While boat models vary from year to year, the building materials typically include white pine, Western red cedar, 
white oak, mahogany, Sitka spruce, ash and marine plywood complemented with bronze fasteners and hardware.

Curriculum
The following modules are taught through lecture and lab work as part of the Small Boat option:

• SBB120 Wood Shop Practices   • SBB221 Intermediate Boat Set-up
• SBB121 Basic Boat Set-up    • SBB222 Carvel Planking Techniques
• SBB122 Materials and Engineering  • SBB223 Finish Work II
• SBB123 Finish Work I    • SBB224 Advanced Woodworking Practices
• SBB124 General Woodworking Practices  • SBB225 Wood Construction Topics II
• SBB125 Wood Construction Topics I

Classroom Size
The maximum number of students enrolled at one time in the Small Boat Building Program is 15.

Boat Building Projects
Instructors of The Landing School’s Wooden Boat Building Program select the designs for the project boats based 
on the depth of information and skill that students can gain from their construction. Some of the designs built by 
students in the past include:

• Haven Class 12 1/2´
• Beach Pea
• Catspaw Dinghy
• Downeast Peapod
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Wooden Boat Building Program: Cruising Boat Option

Objective
The Cruising Boat option within the Wooden Boat Building Program instructs students in the construction of modern 
boats using wood as the principal material in conjunction with composite materials and resins.

Career Options for Graduates
The curriculum prepares students to work with traditional or modern vessels. A graduate can assume a career as a 
boat builder, boat repairer, boat restoration professional, joiner or finishworker.

Program Description
Students who select the Cruising Boat option are taught construction methods through formal lectures, field trips and 
hands-on projects. Students are divided into teams to build boats under the supervision of an instructor. These teams 
learn the comprehensive boat construction process from the loft floor all the way to the water with an eye toward 
quality and efficiency.

The course begins with lofting, or drawing, the parts of the boat and follows with mold-making and construction of 
the keel, stem and transom. The boat is then set up to form the specific hull shape to which the layers of planking are 
affixed.

The hull and deck are cold-molded using epoxy and a vacuum bag to ensure a high-quality laminate. Several differ-
ent wood types and composite materials are incorporated into the boat based on structural and educational needs. 
Students then spend a substantial amount of time fairing the hull and deck to achieve an even, efficient surface.

A variety of modern, durable finishes are applied to the boat’s exterior and interior using varying techniques. Stu-
dents also learn the basic components of electrical, mechanical, steering and propulsion systems that are installed 
on a small recreational boat.

Curriculum
The following modules are taught through lecture and lab work as part of the Cruising Boat option:

• CBB120 Lofting    • CBB220 Interior Structure
• CBB121 Boat Set-up     • CBB221 Interior Joinerwork
• CBB123 Planking    • CBB222 Varnish and Paint
• CBB124 Fairing    • CBB223 Systems for Wood Composite Boat Builders

Classroom Size
The maximum number of students enrolled at one time in the Cruising Boat Building Program is 18.

Boat Building Projects 
Instructors of The Landing School’s Wooden Boat Building Program select the designs for the project boats based 
on the depth of information and skill that students can gain from their construction. Some of the designs built by 
students in the past include:

• LS-26 weekender sloop
• Arundel 27 weekender powerboat
• LS-30 performance daysailer
• LS-22 Flyfisher 22



Composite Boat Building Program

Objective
The Composite Boat Building Program instructs students in the construction of modern boats and related parts using 
composite materials such as fibers, resins and core materials.

Career Options for Graduates
The curriculum prepares students to work with modern composite vessels. A graduate can assume a career as a boat 
builder, boat repairer or composite technician in the marine industry, or use his/her skills in other manufacturing 
fields including transportation, infrastructure and energy.

Program Description
The Composite Boat Building Program provides a broad education in the rapidly evolving field of composite con-
struction. The course is taught through lecture, labs, field-trips and construction of one or more composite boats. 
Students learn how to use modern composite materials and construction processes to create boats of varying sizes.

Students study the strength, stiffness and structural mechanics of many different materials, so they are knowledge-
able about the range of choices available to today’s boat builders. They are given instruction in the fabrication of 
those materials, from hand layup to vacuum-infusion and pre-preg part-making in both open- and closed-molding 
environments.

In the lab-based segment of the curriculum, students work on the construction of one or more composite hulls, 
decks and related boat parts. Student-builders construct one or more plugs and molds, starting with the lofting pro-
cess and including fairing and finishing. Equipment such as ovens, vacuum bags, testing machines and woodwork-
ing tools are used in the processes.

Throughout the school year, students examine the effects of the various composite materials on the production meth-
ods, assess their structural strengths first-hand and witness how the choice of materials interfaces with the design 
and production of a boat. Design and systems elements are also incorporated into the curriculum so students have a 
foundation in the entire boat building process, from concept through final construction.

Curriculum
The following modules are taught through lecture and lab work as part of the Composite Boat Building Program:

• COM120 Composite Shop Practices and Materials  • COM220 Topics in Composite Boat Building
• COM121 Composite Construction and Repair Techniques • COM221 Composite Fabrication Techniques 
• COM122 Composite Plugs    • COM222 Composites Personal Project
• COM123 Composite Molds

Classroom Size
The maximum number of students enrolled at one time in the Composite Boat Building Program is 12.

Boat Building Projects
Instructors of The Landing School’s Composite Boat Building Program select the designs for the project boats based 
on the depth of information and skill that students can gain from their construction. Some of the designs built by 
students in the past include:

• Landing School Dinghy (10’)
• Lightning class sailboat
• F-82R trimaran
• LS-20 sportboat
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Yacht Design Program

Objective
The Yacht Design curriculum is designed to provide students with a structured learning environment in which they 
can become knowledgeable and proficient in the practical application of the fundamental principles of small craft 
naval architecture, design, strength, construction and systems and develop the skills to communicate effectively with 
other industry professionals by verbal, written and graphical means.

Career Options for Graduates
Most graduates of the program find employment in the offices of independent design companies and the engineering 
departments of production and custom boat builders. Other opportunities include sail design, technical sales and 
brokerage and project management. Graduates are working all over the world.  

Program Description
The Yacht Design Program teaches the technical design process for both power- and sailboats from concept through 
preliminary design. While the curriculum is engineering-based, the aesthetic aspects of yacht design are also an im-
portant element. The fundamentals of hydrostatics and hydrodynamics form the basis for hullform design. The keels 
and rudders, rigs, engines, propellers, ergonomics and aesthetics are all considered in the development of interior 
arrangements, outboard profiles and deck plans.

Structural design and layout is founded on the fundamentals of engineering statics, strength of materials and struc-
tural mechanics within industry standards. Students also study system design and installation including engines, 
shafts, steering systems, tanks, piping, ventilation and electrical systems.

Students begin the first quarter of the program employing manual drafting skills in order to gain appreciation for 
drawing appearance and layout. The remainder of the year they use CAD software using a networked PC at each 
student’s workstation. Students use industry-standard software for calculations, two-dimensional drafting, three-
dimensional hull fairing and general three-dimensional modeling.

Throughout the year the scope of the studies is supported and extended by lectures by industry experts, field trips 
and reviews of case studies on business practices and client relations. Students spend much of their time prepar-
ing preliminary designs for safe and practical small craft. As a final project, each student prepares a complete set 
of plans and calculations covering all aspects of the design for his or her own choice of a sailboat, powerboat or 
commercial craft. A student’s designs comprise a portfolio that he or she may use to demonstrate his or her skills and 
experience when seeking employment.

The Yacht Design Program is very demanding. The material covered in a school year usually takes at least two aca-
demic years to complete at other institutions. Students devote a substantial amount of time outside of lab and lecture 
periods to completing school assignments and projects.

Curriculum
The following modules are taught through lecture and lab work as part of the Yacht Design Program:
• DSN111 Design 1   • DSN211 Design 2  
• DSN112 Naval Architecture 1  • DSN212 Naval Architecture 2   
• DSN113 Marine Engineering  • DSN214 Construction 
• DSN114 Structural Design  • DSN215 CAD 2
• DSN115 CAD 1    • DSN216 Design Topics 2 
• DSN116 Design Topics 1   • DSN218 Design Project

Classroom Size
The maximum number of students enrolled at one time in the Yacht Design Program is 20.
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Marine Systems Program

Objective
The Marine Systems Program teaches the skills and knowledge necessary to install, maintain and 
repair today’s increasingly complex boat systems using established industry standards.

Career Options for Graduates
The curriculum prepares students to work as marine systems technicians for manufacturers, service yards, custom 
builders and yacht owners.

Program Description
Students in the Marine Systems Program learn to install, maintain and repair marine electrical and mechanical sys-
tems through formal lectures, labs, field trips and hands-on work on actual vessels and vessel systems. 

The curriculum begins with the basics of mechanical fastenings and the use of hand tools. The student’s ability to 
assemble and disassemble equipment grows as their hand skills develop. Instruction continues with lectures and 
labs designed to create a comprehensive understanding of gasoline and diesel engines, basic composite construction 
and repair, electrical theory, wiring, pumps and plumbing. Students learn about bilge and sanitary systems, electri-
cal systems, propulsion systems, sailboat rigging, steering and controls, refrigeration and air-conditioning, and how 
these systems are integrated. Students gain confidence that they will be able to service, troubleshoot, and install all 
of the equipment common in a modern yacht. The Marine Systems Program simulates a work environment in a real 
world boat shop with an emphasis on developing a professional work ethic.

The Marine Systems Program also offers students the opportunity to prepare for and take industry recognized certifi-
cation exams from organizations such as ABYC, NEMA and others.

Curriculum
The following modules are taught through lecture and lab work as part of the Marine Systems Program:
• MST120 Shop Methods and Materials • MST227 Marine Electronics    
• MST121 Composite Repair  • MST228 Marine Mechanical Special Topics 
• MST122 Propulsion I   • MST229 AC Electricity  
• MST123 Propulsion II   • MST230 Marine Refrigeration and Air Conditioning
• MST124 DC Electrical   • MST231 Project Boat
• MST226 Marine Plumbing 

Classroom Size
The maximum number of students enrolled at one time in the Marine Systems Program is 30. 
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Course Curriculums

Wooden Boat Building Program: Small Boat Option
SBB120 - Wood Shop Practices, 3 credits    Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: None
This course is an introduction to shop safety, the use and maintenance of hand and power tools, tool sharpening, and shop clean-up procedures.

SBB121 - Basic Boat Set-up, 2 credits    Prerequisites: None    Co-requisites: SBB120
This course is an introduction to boat plans and the basic boat building sequence, the use of scale rules, measuring, lofting, pattern and mold construction, and setting 
up the molds and backbone parts in preparation for planking.

SBB122 - Materials and Engineering, 1.5 credit    Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: None
This course covers the identification of wood species and their characteristics; fasteners, glues, and sealants used in boat building; basic fiberglass fabrics and resins; 
use of vacuum bags, and an introduction to resin infusion.

SBB123 - Finish Work I, 4 credits    Prerequisites: SBB122  Co-requisites: None
This course is an introduction to the preparations required for and the application of marine surface coatings. Included in the course are abrasives selection and sand-
ing techniques, filling of holes and dings, the use of putties and fillers, epoxy clean-up methods, selection and use of paints, varnishes, oils, shellacs, etc.

SBB124 - General Woodworking Practices, 4.5 credits   Prerequisites: SBB120  Co-requisites: None
This course covers joinery, making accurate cuts and fitting pieces together; scarphing plywood and solid wood; planing, laminating and steaming wood; lapstrake 
planking methods, and spar construction.                                    

SBB125 - Wood Construction Topics I, 3 credits    Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: None
This course covers boat terminology; sails; rigging; estimating time and materials; marking waterlines; guest lectures; and field trips to local builders, boat shows and 
marine-related businesses.
  
SBB221 - Intermediate Boat Set-up, 3 credits    Prerequisites: SBB121  Co-requisites: None
This course builds on the skills introduced in SBB121, and includes a more in depth look at boat plans, shop math, and advanced measuring techniques; intermediate 
lofting; other methods of pattern and mold construction; and setting-up for carvel construction.

SBB222 - Carvel Planking Techniques, 4 credits   Prerequisites: SBB120  Co-requisites: SBB221
This course covers lining off for planking; steam bending frames; cutting, fitting, and shaping planks; beveling plank edges; backing out planks; hanging planks; fasten-
ing and bunging planks.

SBB223 - Finish Work II, 3 credits    Prerequisites: SBB123  Co-requisites: None
This course builds on, and further develops, the finishing skills introduced in SBB123.

SBB224 - Advanced Woodworking Practices, 2 credits   Prerequisites: SBB124  Co-requisites: None
This course builds on, and further develops, the woodworking skills introduced in SBB124.  More joinery skills are learned, more in depth study and practice with 
woodworking hand and power tools; the building of jigs, and making casting patterns is covered.

SBB225 - Wood Construction Topics II, 4 credits    Prerequisites: SBB125  Co-requisites: None
This course continues the discussion of topics of importance to wooden boat builders that began in SBB125. The course covers: riveting; caulking; DC electrical sys-
tems; rigging; field trips; boat shows; terminology; sea trials; etc.

Wooden Boat Building: Cruising Boat Option 
CBB120 - Lofting, 2.5 credits      Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: None
This course covers building a lofting floor, accurate measuring, drawing a grid, reading a table of offsets, drawing lines that represent the shape of the hull, the body 
plan, the profile, and the half breadth. Lines will also be drawn that represent the structural members of the hull. Bevels will be plotted on the loft floor that will be 
transferred to the keel and stem and transom.

CBB121 - Boat Set-up, 4 credits     Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: CBB120
This course covers an introduction to boat plans; the basic boat building sequence; the use of scale rules; measuring; laminating wood to the shape of the stem and 
keel. The process of taking a pattern from the lofting floor and transferring it on to the laminated pieces. Cutting and shaping of the laminated pieces. Assembly of all 
of those pieces to form the backbone of the boat. Cutting and shaping of the transom, mold assembly, building a strong back, setting up the molds on the strong back, 
setting up the backbone on the molds, installing the transom and securing all of the pieces to form a solid structure on which to put the planks.
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Course Curriculums

Wooden Boat Building Program: Cruising Boat Option, continued
CBB123 - Planking, 6 credits     Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: CBB121
This course covers fairing the mold surface on which to place the planks laying out the veneers/planks; spiling, cutting and fitting planks; vacuum bagging veneer layers 
and planning the veneer surface. Other methods of planking, strip, carvel and lapstrake will be discussed and demonstrated. 

CBB124 - Fairing, 4 credits      Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: CBB123
This course covers epoxy coating and glassing the hull, mixing and applying fairing compound, checking the hull for fairness with battens and your hand. Sanding the 
hull with the appropriate sanding block, using the proper technique and learning the difference between smooth and fair.

CBB220 - Interior Structure, 5 credits     Prerequisites: CBB121/123  Co-requisites: None
This course covers reading the plans to size and locate the soles bulkheads and cleats, the making of patterns to define the shapes of these parts and other structural 
components of the boat, the cutting and fitting and installation of each of these parts. 
  
CBB221 - Interior Joinerwork, 5 credits    Prerequisites: CBB121/123  Co-requisites: CBB220
This course covers mill room tactics to set up for milling of precision wood parts, assembly and installation of these parts to form doors, hatches, gutters, coamings, toe 
rails and other precision interior wooden parts.

CBB222 - Varnish and Paint, 4 credits     Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: None
This course covers abrasive selection and sanding techniques, prep work, the use of putties, paint selection and the  mixing and application of paint and varnish.

CBB223 - Systems for Wood Composite Boat Builders, 3.5 credits Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: None
This course provides the student with a basic understanding of marine electrical and propulsion systems and their impact on wood composite boat design and con-
struction. Students will learn to install bilge pumps, live well pumps, wiring, engines, steering systems, electronics, hardware, and fuel systems.

Composite Boat Building Program
COM120 - Composite Shop Practices and Materials, 3 credits  Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: None
This course provides the student with the basic skills required to work safely and efficiently in the composite shop environment and the knowledge required to specify, 
select and formulate appropriate composite materials. This course covers shop practices, tools and shop methods and materials including: personal safety and the safety 
requirements of OSHA and the EPA; hand and power tool usage; types and use of shop supplies and materials (fasteners, abrasives, sealants, adhesives and solvents); 
and the calculation of areas and volumes. The course also introduces the student to the history of composites and teaches the fundamentals of composite materials 
including: composite comparisons with other materials; fibers and fabric constructions used in composites; resin systems (styrene-based and epoxy); gel coats; core 
materials; and putties, pastes and fillers; catalyst and hardener systems; catalyzation and mixing techniques.

COM121 - Composite Construction & Repair Techniques, 3 credits  Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: COM120
At the end of this course the student will have the knowledge required to design and specify composite construction details and techniques. This course enables stu-
dents to assess damaged composite structures and to make the necessary repairs. This course introduces students to composite construction methods including: parts 
typically built from composites; a comparison of stiffened plate/panel and sandwich laminates; construction details; construction and installation of internal structures; 
the installation of flotation. This course covers composite repair and maintenance including: surveying composite structures, gel coat repair, surface finishes and paints; 
buffing, compounding and waxing of parts; bottom paint application; blister repair; working with cored laminates; and designing and making structural repairs.

COM122 - Composite Plugs, 6 credits     Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: COM120/121
This course will teach students how to select appropriate tooling techniques for fabricating composite structures and provide the necessary skills to fabricate the plugs 
to produce that tooling. The student will construct (alone and/or in teams) one or more of the plugs required to build composite vessel(s). This course covers composite 
plug construction techniques including: lofting (manual and CAD/CAM); plug design; manual plug construction methods; CNC plug construction methods; modifica-
tion of existing parts to create new tooling; fairing plugs; surface finishing of plugs.

COM123 - Composite Molds, 5 credits     Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: COM120/121/122
This course will teach students how to select appropriate tooling techniques for fabricating composite structures and provide the necessary skills to fabricate that tool-
ing. The student will construct (alone and/or in teams) one or more of the molds required to build composite vessel(s).  This course covers composite tooling techniques 
including: mold types (one-piece, split, etc.); production vs. one-off molds; male vs. female molds; mold lamination schedules; mold support structure and rotating sys-
tems; working with tooling gel coat; laminating/casting molds; repairing mold surfaces; mold prep and conditioning; the de-molding and trimming of composite parts.
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Course Curriculums

Composite Boat Building Program, continued
COM220 - Topics in Composite Boat Building, 5 credits  Prerequisites: COM120/121  Co-requisites: None
At the end of this course the student will have a fundamental grasp of concepts in materials, structures, quality control, design and systems, as they relate to composite 
boat building. In the strength of materials and structural mechanics segment of this course, the student will develop a grasp of Engineering First Principles, providing an 
understanding of the end reactions, internal loading and deflection in common structures. The student will be able to use Engineering First Principles to evaluate and 
compare composite laminates and to develop composite laminate alternatives to other boat building materials (wood, steel, aluminum). The quality control segment 
of this course provides the student with the tools needed to assess the compliance of raw composites materials and finished laminates against specified standards. 
Students will also become familiar with implementing shop management techniques in order to achieve quality goals. The design segment of this course provides the 
student with a basic understanding of boat design principles and their impact on composite boat design and construction. The systems segment course provides the 
student with a basic understanding of marine electrical and propulsion systems and their impact on composite boat design and construction.

COM221 - Composite Fabrication Techniques, 5.5 credits  Prerequisites: COM120/121  Co-requisites: None
This course will teach students how to select appropriate fabrication techniques for building composite structures and provide the necessary fabrication skills. The stu-
dent will construct (alone and/or in teams) one or more of the parts required to build the course project vessel(s). This course includes composite fabrication techniques 
including; open mold, hand lay-up; secondary bonding; the use of atmospheric ovens and autoclaves; one-off and limited production techniques; series production 
techniques; mechanical impregnation; matched molds; and infusion.

COM222 - Composites Personal Project, 5 credits   Prerequisites: COM120/121/122/123 Co-requisites: COM220/221
In this course the student uses the knowledge and skills learned in the earlier part of the program to demonstrate that they can develop and produce a safe, technically 
sound, appropriate and attractive composite product to match the design brief they develop. In this course students will: design or select a product to be made from 
composites; develop a bill of material and estimated cost for the completed product; develop schedules for product development, tooling construction and product 
manufacturing/assembly; build the tooling (plug(s), mold(s), fixture(s), etc.) required to manufacture the product; build a prototype product; evaluate the prototype 
against the initial design goals.

Yacht Design Program
DSN111 - Design I, 4.5 credits     Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: DSN116
This course covers subjects concerned with the overall design of small craft such as design methodologies, lines plans, parametric studies, weights and centers calcula-
tions, deck and cockpit geometry, ergonomics, general arrangements and deck layouts. Aesthetics are also considered. Much of the learning in these two courses is 
centered on practical design projects. Design of a typical modern cruising sailboat is the focus of the second half of DSN111.

DSN112 - Naval Architecture I, 4.5 credits   Prerequisites: None    Co-requisites: DSN111
This course covers subjects concerned with the technical design of small craft such as calculation of area and volumetric properties, hydrostatics and stability, hull 
form design, resistance and propulsion and rig, keel and rudder design. Sailing craft and displacement, and semi-displacement boats are considered. The project boat 
mentioned in connection with Design I is used as a focus for this course.

DSN113 - Marine Engineering, 4.5 credits   Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: DSN111/116
This course covers small craft system design and installation issues for such elements as ventilation, machinery, tanks, plumbing and electrical systems. Small scale 
individual case studies in the early part of the course are followed by the complete system installation design for the same sail boat design project used in DSN111 and 
DSN112.

DSN114 - Structural Design, 4.5 credits    Prerequisites: None    Co-requisites: None
This course covers statics, applied mechanics, strength of materials, structural mechanics and basic composite theory and their application to such problems as shaft-
ing, chain plate and keel bolt design. These theoretical subjects also provide an essential foundation for the scantling and structural design studied in the construction 
course, DSN214. 

DSN115 - CAD I, 2.5 credits     Prerequisites: None    Co-requisites: DSN111/116
This course covers computer aided design (CAD) and drafting. Hull surface modeling, 3-D design and 2-D drafting as well as spreadsheet calculations are covered in 
detail. The primary software packages used are “FastShip”, “Rhino”, “AutoCAD”, “Excel” and “Word.” No prior experience with these packages is required or assumed.

DSN116 - Design Topics I , 1.5 credits    Prerequisites: None   Co-requisites: None
This course covers a variety of subject areas that are important to a small craft designer’s education but that do not fit appropriately into one of the other modules. 
Subjects include basic mechanical drawing, sketching. Also included are a series of industry enhancement elements such as guest speakers from industry and visits to 
relevant facilities and events.  
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Course Curriculums

Yacht Design Program, continued
DSN211 - Design II, 2.5 credits   Prerequisites: DSN111/113   Co-requisites: DSN212
This course builds on, and further develops, the subjects introduced in DSN111. Regulatory requirements for commercial vessels and larger yachts are also considered. 
The design of an aluminum planing Pilot boat is the focus in DSN211.

DSN212 - Naval Architecture II, 2.5 credits   Prerequisites: DSN112   Co-requisites: DSN211
This course builds on, and further develops, the subjects introduced in DSN112. Additional subjects include: planing hulls; propeller nomenclature and selection; sub-
division and flooding considerations; regulatory requirements for commercial vessels and larger yachts.

DSN214 - Construction, 2.5 credits    Prerequisites: DSN114   Co-requisites: DSN211
This course applies the theoretical concepts studied in DSN114 to the structural design of metal and composite boats and their component parts. The course covers the 
derivation of composite scantlings to match the ISO standards, as well as the design of the scantlings and other construction details (such as the engine beds) for the 
aluminum Pilot boat.  

DSN215 - CAD II, 2 credits    Prerequisites: DSN115    Co-requisites: None
This course continues the study and application of computer aided design (CAD) and drafting software started in DSN115, focusing on hull form definition (FastShip) 
and vessel rendering (Rhino).

DSN216 - Design Topics II, 1.5 credits   Prerequisites: DSN116   Co-requisites: None
This course continues the discussion of topics of importance to a small craft designer started in DSN116.

DSN218 - Design Project, 4.5 credits   Prerequisites: DSN111/112/113/114/115/116 Co-requisites: DSN211/212/214/215/216
The second half of the second semester is largely devoted to an individual Design Project. This involves the complete outline design of a sea-going boat built of com-
posite materials to ISO standards for Category A or B. The boat may be power or sail but the waterline length has to be between 27 and 40 feet and there has to be ac-
commodation for four adults. The purpose of this project is to allow the student bring together all the knowledge and skills learnt in the earlier part of the program and 
to demonstrate that they can use these to produce a safe, technically sound, appropriate and attractive boat to match the design brief they have developed. The results 
of the project also form a significant portfolio to assist the student as he/she seeks employment.

Marine Systems Program
MST120 - Shop Methods/Materials, 3.5 credits  Prerequisites: None    Co-requisites: None
The purpose of this course is to introduce practices, methods and materials used in small vessel maintenance and repairs including: use of measurement tools; cutting, 
drilling and filing metals; fastener identification and selection; use of taps and dies; PVC fabrication; soldering; selecting caulks, sealants and adhesives; estimating 
areas and volume; identifying and selecting hoses. This course is augmented by several specific labs.

MST121 - Composite Repair, 1.5 credit   Prerequisites: None    Co-requisites: None
The purpose of this course is to introduce theory, identification, selection, properties and use of composite materials including resins, reinforcements, fillers and core 
materials. This course includes hands-on fabrication and repair of both single skin and cored composite panels. This course is augmented by several specific labs.

MST122 - Propulsion I, 4 credits   Prerequisites: None    Co-requisites: None
The purpose of this course is to introduce the internal combustion engine and related systems including: engine architecture; valve train; performance data; lubrication 
systems and lube oils; exhaust systems; cooling systems and engine winterizing or long term storage techniques. This course is augmented by several specific labs.

MST123 - Propulsion II, 5.5 credits   Prerequisites: MST122   Co-requisites: None 
The purpose of this course is to continue study of the internal combustion engine to include: gasoline engine fuel and ignition systems; diesel fuel systems including 
fuel injectors, injection pumps and forced induction; marine gear and related drive train components; propellers; shafting and struts; noise and vibration remediation; 
engine ventilation; outboards and sterndrives. Labs include ignition timing, fuel injector testing, bleeding diesel fuel systems, marine gear disassembly and inspection,
ignition timing and valve adjustment.

MST124 - DC Electrical, 4 credits   Prerequisites: None    Co-requisites: None
The purpose of this course is to study electrical theory, Ohm’s Law, circuit identification and analysis, schematics and symbols, batteries, conductor selection and 
identification, American Boat and Yacht Council (ABYC) standards, over-current protection, system loads and distribution panels. Students will also cover solenoids and 
relays, DC motors and starters, engine instruments, battery charging techniques (including wind and solar), corrosion, cathodic protection and lightning. Hands-on labs 
will include, stripping and crimping wire, electrical soldering, use of multimeters, build a DC electrical system, disassembly and testing of alternators.
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Marine Systems Program, continued
MST226 - Marine Plumbing, 3 credits   Prerequisites: MST120/124   Co-requisites: None
The purpose of this course is to cover operation, installation and maintenance of seacocks; selection, installation and maintenance of pumps; raw water systems (bilge, 
washdown, scuppers and drains, live wells and bait wells); potable water systems and blackwater systems. The course includes a review of the overboard discharge 
regulations and health/hygiene considerations. Labs will include seacock installation, building a bilge pump system and potable water system.
  
MST227 - Marine Electronics, 1.5 credit   Prerequisites: MST124   Co-requisites: MST229
The purpose of this course is to cover the theory, operation and installation of marine electronics including speedometers, depth finders, wind instruments, VHF and 
single sideband radios, radar, GPS and chart plotters. Proprietary and standard electronic networking systems such as NMEA 0183 and NMEA 2000 will be introduced.  
Lab will include the proper termination of a UHF connector.

MST228 - Mechanical Special Topics, 2.5 credits   Prerequisites: MST124   Co-requisites: None
The purpose of this course is to cover selection and installation of windlasses and ground tackle; selection and installation of bow thrusters; mechanical and hydraulic 
steering; trim tab; CNG and LPG systems. Sail handling systems such as deck hardware, reefing and furling equipment as well as standing and running rigging will also 
be covered. Lab will include building a hydraulic steering station, building a working trim tab installation and properly terminating a Norseman style rigging fitting.

MST229 - AC Electricity, 3 credit   Prerequisites: MST124   Co-requisites: None 
The purpose of this course is to cover AC electrical theory, alternators, applicable ABYC standards, shore power systems, over-current protection, ground fault circuits, 
galvanic isolators, transformers and generators and inverters. Students will reconfigure generators for various outputs as well as troubleshooting techniques and disas-
semble and test alternators. Students will also design and estimate a small vessel generator installation. Lab will be to design and construct a working AC electrical 
system.

MST230 - Marine Refrigeration & A/C, 2 credits   Prerequisites: MST120/124/229  Co-requisites: None
The purpose of this course is to cover theory, design and installation of marine refrigeration and air conditioning systems. The course includes principles of temperature 
and heat, heat transfer and changes of state; the refrigeration cycle; BTU and airflow requirements; refrigerants and federal regulations controlling their use; air condi-
tioning installations; service valves and gauges; AC and DC refrigeration systems, hermetic refrigeration systems and EPA regulations. Labs will include evacuation and 
recharging of system refrigerant, as well as use of gauges and the service valve.

MST231 - Project Boat, 6.5 credits    Prerequisites: MST120/121/122/123/124 Co-requisites: MST226/227/228/229/230
The purpose of this course is to provide an application of the principles and techniques learned throughout the program. Students work in teams to refit and repair a 
small vessel. Specific tasks vary with the vessel, but generally include the design and replacement of the following systems: propulsion and related systems(fuel, ex-
haust, controls etc.); electrical; potable water; bilge pumps and sanitation.

General Education
TECH110 - Captain’s License, 3 credits   Prerequisites: None    Co-requisites: None
This course covers the classroom work and exams required for the student to satisfy the licensing requirements for Operator of Uninspected Passenger Vessels (OUPV) 
and a Master’s License. 

MATH101 - Technical Math, 3 credits    Prerequisites: None    Co-requisites: None
This course covers the basic math used by boat builders, designers and marine technicians. Topics covered include: real number system, rational numbers, decimals, 
fractions, ratios, powers and roots, absolute value, measurement systems; reading and creating graphs, Cartesian coordinate systems, polar coordinate systems; perim-
eter, area and volume of simple and composite geometric shapes; trapezoidal and Simpson’s rules. The course also covers basic algebra including: properties of opera-
tions and equality; evaluation and order of operations; polynomials; factoring; linear equations; quadratic equations.

ENG210 - Technical and Oral Communications, 3 credits Prerequisites: None    Co-requisites: None
In this course, students will sharpen and improve their writing skills in the following areas: professional letters and memos, professional documents such as resume and 
cover letter, proposals and reports, contracts and professional evaluations, abstract & summary. Supplemental readings will engage students in the writing and editing 
process.  Additionally, the course will cover communication basics, such as non-verbal communication, one-on-one communication, and group communication. This 
will be demonstrated through a team project, informative speech, and demonstrative presentation.  
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Academic Calendar

Fall Semester, 2013
August   15 Thursday  Tuition balance and fees due for Fall semester

September  3 Tuesday  Fall Registration: 10 am - 4 pm
     Welcome dinner for Fall students and families: 6 pm
   4 Wednesday Fall semester classes begin

October   14 Monday  No school: Columbus Day

November 11 Monday  No school: Veterans Day
  23 Saturday  Spring start Commencement Ceremony
  27 Wednesday No school: Thanksgiving break begins

December  2 Monday  Classes resume
  23 Monday  No school: Winter break begins

Spring Semester, 2014 
January  6 Monday  Classes resume
  20 Monday  No school: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
  31 Friday  End of Fall semester
     Welcome dinner for Spring students and families: 6 pm

February  3 Monday  Spring semester classes begin
  17 Monday  No school: Presidents’ Day
  
April   21 Monday  No school: Spring break begins
  28 Monday  Classes resume

May   26 Monday  No school: Memorial Day

June   20 Friday  End of Spring semester
  21 Saturday  Fall start Commencement Ceremony

Note: Every other Wednesday starting on October 9 is a half day. Although on some of these days students are released at 12pm, many Wednesday 
afternoons will be used for career counseling, resume writing workshops and other student-based, informative events. These events will be an-
nounced throughout the year as they are planned.
  

30



31

Application for Admission

Application for Admission for Academic Year Beginning 20 _____

• Complete both pages of this application form.
• Submit a personal statement answering the questions found in section 10 of this application.
• Select two non-family member references and provide their name, address, email and phone number.
• Request that a certified transcript from your high school or college be mailed directly to The Landing School. Request both if you took college 

courses but did not receive a degree.
• Contact The Landing School to schedule an interview.

1.  Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  (Last)        (First)      (M.I.)

2. Physical address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________________________________________________  State: _____________________     Zip: __________________

3. Mailing address (if different): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________________________________________________  State: _____________________     Zip: __________________

4. Home phone: __________________________________________________________        Work/cell: _______________________________________________________

E-mail: ________________________________________________________________        Fax: ____________________________________________________________

5. Date of Birth: __________________________________      Place of Birth: __________________________________     Citizenship: _____________________________

6. For what type of academic award are you applying? (Select only one.)
[ ] Diploma (10 months)   [ ] Associate of Applied Science in Marine Industry Technology (MIT) (2 years)

 If you are applying to an Associate’s degree program, do you have any general education credits you wish to have considered for transfer? 
[ ] Y  [ ] N

For which semester are you applying? [ ] Fall (September Start)   [ ] Spring (February Start)

To which program(s) are you applying? (Note: Please call The School to ensure there are spaces available for your selected start date and program) 
[ ] Yacht Design    [ ] Marine Systems     [ ] Composite Boat Building  
[ ] Wooden Boat Building (Small Boat Option) [ ] Wooden Boat Building (Cruising Boat Option)

7. What is your primary reason for your applying to The Landing School? (check one)
[ ] Career opportunities [ ] Advance in current career  [ ] Career change   [ ] General interest  
[ ] Other: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. How did you originally hear about The Landing School? (circle all that apply)
 Online: Google Search  Facebook  Online ad _______________ (website name)         Other _________________
 Ad:  Professional Boatbuilder WoodenBoat Other_________________
 Other: Word of Mouth  Boat Show College Fair  School Visit  Other _________________

9. Are you applying for veterans’ education benefits?  [ ] Y  [ ] N

10. Please answer the following questions in your personal statement:
#1  Please give us some background information about who you are and why you have decided to pursue an education in the marine trades.
#2 What made you decide to apply to The Landing School versus another school?
#3 What do you hope to walk away with when you complete your selected program?
#4 What are your personal career goals?



Application for Admission

11. Education—please list all schools attended:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(High School)    (City/State/Country)    (Dates to/from)         (Degree Rec’d)

Do you have a GED?   [ ] Y  [ ] N If yes, give date received_____________________________________________________________________

Have you attended a college or acquired post-secondary training? If yes, please list below:  [ ] Y  [ ] N

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(College/Vocational)    (City/State/Country)    (Dates to/from)         (Degree Rec’d)

Do you have a college degree?  [ ] Y  [ ] N If yes, give type and date received_____________________________________________________________

12. Employment history—please list employers in chronological order from most recent:

Employer: _____________________________________________ City/state:__________________________________ Dates from/to: _____________________________

Job title and responsibilities:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Employer: _____________________________________________ City/state:__________________________________ Dates from/to: _____________________________

Job title and responsibilities:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Employer: _____________________________________________ City/state:__________________________________ Dates from/to: _____________________________

Job title and responsibilities:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. Have you had any training or experience in the course area for which you are applying?  [ ] Y  [ ] N
If yes, please describe briefly:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. Have you ever been convicted of a misdemeanor or felony crime?     [ ] Y  [ ] N
If so, please explain:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15. Race/Ethnicity (check all that apply) Note: Optional - Requested by the Department of Education for Reporting Purposes 
 [ ] Non-resident alien     [ ] Race and ethnicity unknown [ ] Hispanic of any race
 [ ] American Indian or Alaska Native   [ ] Asian    [ ] Black or African American
 [ ] Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander  [ ] White    [ ] Two or more races

16. For students with special needs - Any student requesting special academic consideration or services related to learning and/or physical impairment must complete 
a Request for Accommodations and provide a written document from a qualified professional verifying the extent of the impairment prior to beginning classes.  
Please contact the Director of Student Services for more information.

 Are you filing a request for services?   [ ] Y  [ ] N

17. Is English your first language?   [ ] Y [ ] N  If no, have you taken the TOEFL? [ ] Y [ ] N

Your signature below certifies that the information provided on this application is complete and factually correct.

Signature of applicant: ________________________________________________________________________    Date: ____________________________

Please send this application form, your personal statement and two references to: 
The Landing School, 286 River Rd, Arundel ME 04046 USA
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